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The Wanderer Imagery and Emotional Motivation in Schubert’s Works: A Case

Analysis of the Piano Trio No. 2 in E-flat Major, Op. 100, D. 929
Tang Sirui

Abstract: Franz Schubert’s Piano Trio No. 2 in E-flat Major, Op. 100, D. 929 is a representative work of his
late period. This composition not only transcends the traditional model of chamber music in both form and
aesthetic conception but also reflects the profound contradictions between the composer’s personal situation
and the historical environment of his time. Taking “wanderer imagery” and “emotional motivation” as the
main analytical perspectives, this study discusses the work from three aspects: cultural background, formal
structure, and motivic analysis. First, by relating the Trio to Schubert’s late-life physical and psychological
distress, the pressure caused by Beethoven’s death, and the socio-cultural background of Biedermeier Vienna,
the paper interprets the sense of historical estrangement and spiritual dilemma embodied in the music. Second,
through an examination of the motivic correspondences and cyclical recurrences among the four movements,
the study reveals how the work constructs a musical narrative that transcends the function of mere
entertainment. Third, an analysis of the second movement’s melodic structure, harmonic transitions, and
rhythmic variation exposes the imagery of wandering and the emotional distance underlying Schubert’s
musical expression. The study concludes that this work is both an artistic reflection of Schubert’s personal life
experience and a concentrated expression of the cultural psychology of early nineteenth-century Europe, thus
granting it a transcendent significance in music history.

Keywords: Schubert; Piano Trio ; musical culture.
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